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BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

The surface material for water-absorptive articles, which is produced by treating 
nonwoven fabric made of synthetic fibre with surfactant to impart 

water-absorptivity, is characterised in that the surfactant is at least one number 
member selected from sodium dialkylsulphosuccinates, polyoxyethylene alkyl esters, 
and polysiioxane -polyoxyethylene copolymers. 

USE/ADVANTAGE - The surface material is used as the top sheet for diaper, sanitary 
napkin, etc. By using selected surfactant for treating the nonwoven fabric, improve 
durability of the hydrophilic finish is obtd. 

In an exmaple, to 25 g/m2 polypropylene spun-bonded nonwoven fabric, 9.4 g/m2 of 2 
wt.% aq. soln. of RTM ' 'Aerol 17-1" (87:13 mixt . of sodium 

di-2-ethylhexylsulphosuccinate and 1, 2 -propanediol) was applied by gravure printing 
The treated sheet was then dried at room temp. The resulting sheet was suitable for 
use as the top sheet for disposable paper diaper and exhibited initial water 
absorptivity of less than 1 second. After immersing in 120 cc water for 1 hour, the 
sheet still showed water absorptivity of 1.8 seconds. 
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